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Mark your calendars for our Third Annual Lodge Barbeque

The Stewards’ Bash
June 29th 11am—4pm
Requested Donation: $10
Bring your family and friends!
( Don’t forget your appetite because we don’t send people home hungry )

This summer celebration and barbeque has become a significant event and does help us operate our
lodge as we have become accustomed. For the many members and their family and friends that have
so enjoyed the Annual George Washington’s Day Fish Fry in February — this June barbeque is similar
in function and gives us a chance to meet with each other as fraternity and family before we head off
on our vacations and other summer activities. Ribs, Pulled Pork, Chicken & Dogs with all the extras.
We initiated 2 new brothers into
our fraternity on April 4th with
Brother Brian Moffat, our Junior
Warden, sitting in the East.
Our newest Entered Apprentices
are Bro. David Buono (on the left
in the tan shirt) and Bro. Bobby
Taylor (on the right in the blue
shirt).
Come to Lodge and greet your
newest brothers, enjoy a meal
with share your Masonic interests
and experiences with all present.
We have received another petition
for the 3 Symbolic degrees and
will likely initiate that candidate
in early May. Watch our Website
(www.nitram188.org) for more
information.
Nitram Lodge Stated Communications are held on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays.
Called Communications are held on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Thursdays.
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Upon the Square

"We inherit the past and we create the future."
While traveling recently, my wife and I were discussing Masonry and she was surfing the
internet on her smartphone. She came across a site from the Prince Hall Grand Lodge,
which had a section about The Builder Magazine. The Builder Magazine was published from 1915 through
1930 by the National Masonic Research Society. In reading the article as we were driving I felt it important
to pass along to you the wisdom discovered there. We can learn a great deal from our past Brethren, such
as Pike, Mackey, Ford, Drummond, Parvin and many others.
The simple quote noted above caught my mind’s eye. How true this is. When we speak about our families
and children we are talking about the future. When we teach the masonic lessons and confer degrees we
are laying the foundations of the future. We have the wonderful Lodge that we have because of the wonderful hardworking brothers who came before us.
The Builder Magazine covered some amazing ground in the first two editions we perused. I was great to
listen to her reading to me as I drove. The miles flew by and the writing was such pure joy to hear. It is a
crying shame that no-one writes like that anymore. Don’t go looking for illustrations or pictures as they do
not contain any. Some of the verbiage is a bit arcane, particularly in the poetry, but once you read them
with the proper cadence the words make a magnificent dance in your mind.
I encourage you to read “The Builder” and I challenge you to bring to the Lodge a Masonic Education presentation some night soon. Even if it is just to read one the articles. Here is a web address where you can
find all the years and all the articles; http://www.phoenixmasonry.org/the_builder_1915-1930_toc.htm .
Lastly, teach your children how to survive in the world. Stress education will set them apart from the rest.
Always teach a work ethic it only takes a little bit of extra effort to surpass the average. Learn common
sense, honor, respect and loyalty. These are the noble virtues, we as Masons, expect in one another; and
thus we should teach our new Brethren the same virtues –“we create the future.”
From the East
Scott Pankonie, WM
FROM THE SIDELINES

From Br. Robert Hirsch, Hiram #6, Fredericton N.B. and Nitram #188

As I journeyed back north to Canada for the summer months, I was thinking about the camaraderie at Nitram 188. To my fellow northerners
who come to Florida for the winter, I wish that they would visit Nitram for themselves and experience the universal fellowship of the Craft.
That is a wonderful thing about masonry, that a brother may come from virtually anywhere in the world and be welcomed with open arms. My
mother lodge in New Brunswick only differs in cosmetic ways, so that except for the southern accents and a few “ehs” in the conversation, you
might not know where you were..
The work at Nitram is performed as flawlessly as any other lodge I have visited. Worshipful Scott, you have a fine bunch of young officers.
It is not all work either. I hear that the local Applebees may have to lay off one or two of the staff when the lodge goes dark for the summer.
And, then, there was the fish fry in February. We had a large number of Canadians at that one and I know that they will all be back next year
and more of them..
Until we meet again on the level,.
Br. Bob

Nitram Lodge Trestleboard is published monthly for its members and friends, except for a combined July & August edition,
by Nitram Lodge 188, F&AM, St. Petersburg, Florida.

Chuck Bailey, Editor (trestleboard@nitram188.org)
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Reflections from our Historian, W Art Wasserman, PM
Nitram Lodge celebrated its 88th
birthday on April 25th. The pictures
shown are of some of our older
Past Masters. Our present lodge
building is, in large part, attributable
to these brothers.

WGabe Kober, WArt Wasserman and WBill Hoffman

WBill Zimmerman and WArt Wasserman

WGabe Kober, WArt Wasserman and WBill Hoffman
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“First Saturday Breakfast”

On the Level

Recognition. Again this year, two of our brothers took

Nitram Masonic Lodge

Saturday June 29
11:00AM -4:00PM

Stewards
BBQ Bash

ADMIT ONE

part in the annual Bike MS ride sponsored by the National
Multiple Sclerosis Society, Mid-Florida Chapter. WNey
Delgado, a Past Master of Nitram Lodge, and Bro. Brian
Moffat, our Junior Warden, rode 105 miles from Bok Tower
in Lake Wales to Lake Bryan near Orlando on Saturday,
April 20th, and then rode another 82 miles back to Bok Tower
on Sunday the 21st. Both raised significant money for this
charity that means so much to them and to many other of our
brothers and their families. Yes, brothers, we’re sure both
will ride again in 2014, so think of them when you don’t
know what .to do with that little bit of extra cash in your wallet next year!
Well done, Brothers!

Nitram Masonic Temple No. 188 F&AM

STEWARD’S BBQ BASH

Saturday June 29, 2013 * 11:00am to 4:00pm
4275 78th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33709
Requested Donation - $10.00

April has been a busy month for your
lodge and there have been some very
exciting changes occurring. Come by
your lodge and check them out, see what we are doing
to improve the building as well as improve the fraternity. Our annual Stewards’ BBQ is right around the
corner. We will have the BBQ on June 29th this year
and hope to see all of you there. I promise to make it
an exciting and fun time for you and your family, come
join us for a great time and some great food.
Brothers I have been greeting you with T∴A∴F∴ and I
now wish to explain its meaning to all of you. It is an
abbreviation for the phrase Triple Abrazo Fraternal
which translated into English means Triple Fraternal
Embrace. It originated in many Spanish speaking
lodges as a greeting given to the brethren to show
brotherly love and affection to fellow Masons, I greet
you all with this to show my fraternal affection and
love to all of you.
Bro∴ Brian Moffat
Junior Warden
Brothers: You may cut these tickets out and bring them to
the door where you may make your requested donation.
If you wish to pre-pay, send your BBQ donation to the
Secretary and print your name on the back of the tickets.
As always, additional tickets will be available at the
door.
Nitram Masonic Lodge

From the West,
Bill Sundquist, Senior Warden

T∴A∴F∴ Brothers,

ADMIT ONE

We are also planning to have both an Entered Apprentice
Degree and a Fellowcraft Degree this month, although the
order will depend on the availability of our Musician,
Bryan Shuler, as his son is the candidate for the Entered
Apprentice Degree. Those of you who know Brother
“Fingers” will not want to miss that! We will make sure to
send out a communication when the date is confirmed.

By the Plumb

Saturday June 29
11:00AM -4:00PM

May, as most of you know is time for the
Annual Grand Lodge Communication, or
as we tend to refer to it, simply “Grand
Lodge”. Your three principal officers will be attending, as
well several of our Past Masters and other interested brothers. The main purposes of the Communication are to elect
and install the Grand Line officers for next year, and to
vote on the legislation that has been proposed by our fellow Florida Masons. Nitram will be discussing the proposed legislation and voting upon it at our first Stated
Communication this month, on Thursday, the 9th. Your
principal officers will then vote at Grand Lodge to match
what the Lodge has decided. If you are interested in knowing more about what has been proposed, and having a say
in how Masonry is governed in our state, please come out
and help us decide.

Eggs, Toast, Hash Brown Potatoes, Grits, Pancakes,
Biscuits & Sausage Gravy, OJ, Coffee & Hot Tea
And a whole bunch of fellowship around the table!
All for a modest donation of $5.00
Bring your friends and family!

Stewards
BBQ Bash

Brothers,

May 4th, 9am to 11am

Nitram Masonic Temple No. 188 F&AM

STEWARD’S BBQ BASH

Saturday June 29, 2013 * 11:00am to 4:00pm
4275 78th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33709
Requested Donation - $10.00

Nitram Lodge Trestleboard
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Secretary’s Scribe
My Brothers,
May is here and spring has sprung. It is getting very nice
weather wise. Many of us start their spring cleaning or
sprucing up around our homes. Well, your Lodge is also
looking at doing the same. Many areas need our attention and a committee
has been formed to identify all of these and start the implementation of such.
Some of the items that have been identified are not really within the Lodges
budget, but still need to be done. So, if you find a possible extra few dollars
that you could spare, please send your Lodge a donation and specify building
fund or Masters Project. It would be greatly appreciated.
Yes I am again going to mention dues. We still have around 40 members
outstanding with their 2013 dues. Come on Brothers, save your Lodge some
stamps. Send in your dues before the 1st required notice comes out in June.
Speaking of June, your elected officers will be coming back from Grand
Lodge at the end of May and will be reporting to the membership as to the
comings and goings there. Watch the June issue for this report.
Be safe in all your travels
Rick

At the present day, we find much
uncertainty as to what Freemasonry is or means. Some call it a
religion; others, merely religious.

From our Chaplain’s Desk.

Some say its fundamental dogma is monotheism; others add immortality of the soul or
even resurrection of the body; some consider it Christian; while still others aver that,
fundamentally, it has no religious doctrine at all.
Many think of it almost as a temperance society or one of pharisaic morality; {Sic} (meaning excessively or hypocritically pious); others as a patriotic society to uphold the flag, the Constitution, and the
public schools.
Not a few regard it as a charitable or benevolent institution, at least, expecting it to care for them in
old age.
Some look upon the lodge as a holy place; others as merely a private room where the ceremonies may
be performed in secrecy.
Some never tire of the ritual and have mastered it so thoroughly that the least slip of a word or phrase
gives pain; others are soon surfeited and care little to hear it oft repeated.
Many take the ritual literally; others symbolically; while a few, with no thought about it either way, perfect themselves in its rendition in order to gain that eminence which comes from passing through the
chairs.
Some see all sorts of meanings in the symbols; others see only the symbols themselves.
Some become immersed in the history of the Fraternity; others in its philosophy of life; and a few work
out of it a fine and exalting spirituality.
Some sense a strong bond of brotherhood; others find only a social club or place to
meet for diversion; some merely scent the aroma of a dinner; while some find
nothing whatever in the order and soon lose contact with it.
Surely, if Freemasonry is a jewel, it is a diamond with many facets.
Source: Conversations on Freemasonry by Henry Wilson Coil, Sr., 1976, Transactions
of the Missouri Lodge of Research, Volume No. 32, page 11.
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Tahuti Court No. 44,
Ladies Oriental Shrine
of North America
Meets at Nitram Lodge on the First Tuesdays at 7:30 pm, October through June.

Bethlehem Chapter 169,
Order of the Eastern Star
Meets at Nitram Lodge on the first and
third Mondays
at 7:30 pm, October through June

Legislation has been introduced in both the Florida House of
Representatives and the Florida Senate which, if passed, will
benefit the Masonic Home of Florida. Both bills are to authorize a Masonic vehicle license plate. The proceeds will
be designated to benefit the Masonic Home of Florida.
Those Masons interested in obtaining a Masonic license
plate, if authorized by these bills, are encouraged to contact
your lodge secretary at 188nitram@tampabay.rr.com for the
appropriate form.

06/2012

05/2012

From the Tyler:
I thought I would submit an
article for the Trestleboard and
so here it is:
CJ Morris, PM

A
11/2012
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The Masonic meaning of LIGHT:

PRINCIPLES OF FREEMASONRY

The symbolism of light has many philosophical, psychological and spiritual implications. Every Mason of every degree claims
that light is what he seeks, and Masonry
promises to deliver it in some measure,
though it also instructs its members that further light must be sought beyond the traditional instructions and explanations of its
ritual. In this context, Masonry alludes to
the light of insight and understanding. An
important Masonic reference to light regards its prominence in the act of creation,
as recorded in the first chapter of Genesis.
ESTATE PLANNING:
When planning your estate, please remember your Lodge
in the context of your Masonic obligation. Specify Nitram Lodge #188, F&AM when making out your Will or
Trust. Or, perhaps split your donation between the Masonic Homof Florida and Nitram Lodge by designating
specifically to both. Charity is part of our way of Life.
By your thoughtful donations, your Lodge will benefit for
many years, especially if you designate your funds to be
applied appropriately.
If you have questions about how best to designate your
gift, please contact our WM, Secretary or Treasurer.

Freemasonry is a fraternal organization dedicated to Brotherly
Love, Relief and Truth.
Brotherly Love: How a man chooses to practice his personal
religious beliefs is left entirely up to him, but Freemasonry
recognizes the strong bond which unites all people under One
Creator. Our members include men from a wide range of religious
backgrounds, but each of them shares a commitment to this
important principle.
Relief: Because of our strong bond of Brotherly Love, Masons
provide Relief to help those who are in need. This includes the
notion of charity, and Masons provide much assistance to worthy
charities, but it also means offering a helping hand, in other ways,
to people that need assistance.

Truth: As Masons, we are committed to being honest and
truthful with other people. The Masonic Fraternity teaches a
man to be faithful to his responsibilities to God, his Country,
his fellow man, his family and himself. The Masonic
principle of Truth also teaches a man to search for wisdom
and understanding. For only in this way can he grow and
become a better person. The pursuit of knowledge is at the
very heart of our purpose.

Some of the other bodies through which to gain knowledge in Masonry
We encourage our brothers to join these bodies as they feel necessary but remind each brother of his obligation to his Blue Lodge. Each
brother is encouraged to attend our Stated and Called Communications, at least periodically.
Scottish Rite
A.A.S.R.
Tampa
For information, please talk with
Bro. Bill Sundquist, our Senior
Warden, who is the Temple
Ambassador to Nitram Lodge.

Egypt Temple
A.A.O.N.M.S.
Tampa

York Rite
St Petersburg
For information, please talk with
W∴ Ed Villiaume, one of our Past

For information, please talk with R:.W:.
David Henderson, our Treasurer, who
is an active member of the Shrine.

Selama Grotto
M.O.V.P.E.R.
St Petersburg
For information, please visit the
Selama Grotto website
http://selama-grotto.com.

Lodge Operating Committees for 2013
Finance
Bro. Bill Sundquist
W∴M∴ Scott Pankonie
R∴W∴ Richard G. Hoover
R:.W:. David Henderson
Vigilance
Bro. Brian Moffat
W∴ Ed Villiaume
W∴ Dan Barto
Sick & Visitation
W∴ CJ Morris
Bro. Brian Moffat
Bro. Charles Bailey
W. M Scott Pankonie

Funeral Lectures
All Officers

Youth Activities
W∴ CJ Morris
Bro. David Bench

Special Events
Bro. Brian Moffat
Bro. Bill Sundquist
Bro. Greg Williamson

Perpetual Membership
W∴ Ney Delgado–Aries
Bro. Greg Williamson

Trestleboard
Bro. Brian Moffat
Bro. Scott Pankonie
Bro. Charles Bailey

Scholarship
W∴ Scott Drake
Bro. Doug Donnell
Bro. Cliff Batchelder

Masters & Wardens
R∴W∴ David Henderson
Bro. Bill Sundquist

Charges
R∴H∴ Robert Johnson
Bro. Brian Moffat

Catechism
W∴ Ed Villiaume
Bro. Bill Sundquist
Bro. Brian Moffat
Temple Management
R∴H∴ Robert Johnson
Bro. Charles Bailey
Bro. David Bench
W∴ CJ Morris
Bro. Michael Eaton
Masonic Education
W∴ L. Edward Villiaume III
W∴ CJ Morris
R∴W∴ Richard G. Hoover

Degree Instruction
R∴H∴ Robert Johnson
Bro. Bill Sundquist
W∴ L. Edward Villiaume III
R∴W∴ Richard G. Hoover
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Worshipful Master

Scott Pankonie
727-488-4640
Senior Warden

William Sundquist
727-542-3805
Junior Warden

Brian Moffat
727-743-9389
Treasurer

R:.W:. David A. Henderson,
PM, PDDGM
727-698-0736

James Ainslie
Wayne Blosser
Marc Bradley
Eugene Fogle Jr
Richard Hoover
Edwin Hotz
William Martin
John McKeage
David Milchan
James Moore
Thomas Neveitt
Robert Novak
Edward Richards

5/21
5/24
5/25
5/18
5/31
5/03
5/08
5/15
5/27
5/16
5/11
5/08
5/11

Dan Richardson
Donald Saroka
David Schips
Roger Stanford
Robert Wallace
Matthew Winters
James Withers
Fred Woodward
Mackinley Zewalk

5/07
5/25
5/05
5/04
5/21
5/17
5/19
5/05
5/25

Your lodge wishes each of you
health, prosperity and wisdom as
you celebrate your birthday.

Secretary

R:.W:.Richard G. Hoover,
PM, PDI, PDDGM
727-409-6665
Chaplain

Cliff Batchelder
Senior Deacon

Charles Bailey

SUNCOAST MASTERS AND WARDENS ASSOCIATION
12th ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT

Junior Deacon

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21st, 2013

Greg Williamson

Mainland’s Golf Course

Senior Steward

9445 Mainlands Blvd.
Pinellas Park, FL. 33782

Michael Lucente
Junior Steward

Michael Eaton
Tyler

W C.J. Morris, PM
Organist

PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT THE MASONIC HOME OF FLORIDA
TO VOLUNTEER / DONATE OR FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Matthew Winters, P.M. Cell Phone (727) 452-8846
E-mail: winters7715@yahoo.com
or

Tim Long, P.M. Cell Phone 727 776-2775
E-mail: tlong17@tampabay.rr.com

Bryan Shuler
Marshall

W:. Matthew B. Winters, PM
Historian

W:. Arthur Wasserman, PM
Tyler Emeritus

Leo Smith

Nitram Lodge

On the Web:http://www.nitram188.org
E-Mail: Nitram188@tampabay.rr.com
Facebook:Nitram Lodge No.188 F & AM
Bill Sundquist, Webmaster

Nitram Lodge Trestleboard
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Let us each take the time to welcome those new to our Craft and make them feel welcome.
Petitions:
Entered Apprentice:
Fellowcraft:

Messr Tristen Schuler
Bros. Kirk Bailey, Alan Stephens, Craig England, Robert Taylor, and David Buono
Bros. Edmund Quirke, Kevin Minto, and Ed Jennings

Master Mason Proficiency:

Bro. Thomas Neveitt

Sickness and Distress:

Several of our Brothers and Widows are in need of our prayers to the GAOTU
for themselves or their families. Please keep them in your prayers, including Bro.
Tommy Brown and WDave Palmer, Bro. Greg Williamson and his wife, Krista.

Deaths:

None reported

The Deacon’s Door
My Brothers, Bro. Ken Henschel sent this message after his recent visit home to visit us,
and I thought I’d pass it on for the benefit of those who don’t use Facebook. If you would
like to contact Bro. Henschel, please contact our Secretary for his email address.
Fraternally, Chuck Bailey, Sr Deacon
To Brothers,
It sure was great to sit in Lodge again and be reminded about what a fine Lodge Nitram is. BTW any brother who
wants to visit the holy land has a standing invite here. I am all of 15 minutes by car from Nazareth in the Yizrael
valley. Freemasonry is alive and well here. We get Brothers from all the world over in Lodge. Some guys from the
Phillipines who are serving the UN as Peacekeeping troops along the Syrian border come to Lodge.
Bro. Ken Henschel

Nitram Lodge actively supports the following Youth Groups
Please contact W Edward Villiaume for more specific information at EdVillia@tampabay.rr.com.

DeMolay in Florida
All Boys
Ages 8—21 years

11/2012

Assembly #86 at
Star Lodge #78, Largo
All Girls
Ages 6—21 years

Pack #188 at
Nitram Lodge #188
All Boys
1st—5th grades

Your business card could be here
If you are interested, please contact our Secretary or
the Senior Deacon

Bethel #9 at Elmer O. Smith
Lodge #307, Pinellas Park
Girls Ages 10—20 years
Masonic Family Relationship Req’d

11/2012

Past Masters of Nitram Lodge No 188
1961 David A. Young
1962 James T. Cate*
1963 Robert C. Foskett *
1964 Paul Weber
1965 Ludwig C. Seufert *
1966 Richard J. Skiles *
1967 Robert D. Arthur *
1968 Alvin F. Baumgartner
1969 Robert J. Schram *
1970 Carl Weisenberg
1971 David J. Barr
1972 J. Fred Bobbitt *
1973 Paul G. Phillips
1974 Willard A. Olson *
1975 Jack VanBreedveld *
1976 Leland O’Quinn *
1977 Donovan B. Hansen
1978 James C. Pauch, Jr.
1979 Lester K. Gehman, Jr.

Nitram Lodge No. 188 F&AM
4275 78th St. No.
St. Petersburg, FL 33709

1980 William R. McKee *
1981 William D. Hoffman *
1982 J. Russell Davenport *
1983 Manton Giles *
1984 George W. McGee
1985 William McCullough *
1986 Don Coleman
1987 Gabriel Kober, Jr .*
1988 Anthony J. Tudi
1989 Jack S. Hill *
1990 William D. Hoffman *
1991 John M. Cook *
1992 Arthur H. Wasserman
1993 William Adams, Jr.
1994 Ronald McMillan PDI, PDDGM
1995 James E. Elam *
1996 William J. Zimmerman *
1997 Kenneth A. McKenzie *
1998 Richard G. Hoover PDDGM, PDI

1999 Russell I. Gilson *
2000 Stanley H. Szemer
2001 Robert L. Johnson DI
2002 David A. Henderson PDDGM
2003 Jeffrey J. Morris
2004 Anthony L. Griffon
2004 Royal K. Eden Δ *
2005 Scott M. Geisler
2006 Ney Delgado-Arias
2007 Stanley H. Szemer
2008 Daniel Barto
2009 Scott M. Drake
2010 Charles J. Morris
2011 L. Edward Villiaume III
2012 Matthew B. Winters
( * Deceased

Δ Honorary Past Master )
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